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ere Coote, after carefully and methodically reducing the hostile
posts one by one, appeared before the walls of the doomed city,
and five more ere the siege was opened in regular form. The
jealousy and corruption that raged unchecked among the leaders,
civil and military, of the garrison were hardly such as to improve
the prospects of a successful defence ; and on January 16,1761,
terms of capitulation were signed, and the British entered into
possession of the headquarters of French power in India.
When it was restored two years later at the Peace of Paris, it
was on such conditions as to render it no longer a menace to
British supremacy, and it remained to France a mere trading
centre, the chief factory of a commercial company, destined to
survive only by the short space of sixteen years the ruin of these
hopes which Dupleix had once fondly entertained, and which
he had so nearly translated into reality. That heritage had
been wrested from it in arms by an adversary quicker to seize
opportunities and more resolute to sink selfish aims in a
common purpose.
III. our early indian wars
The student of these campaigns, in which the influence of
France in India was destroyed, root and branch, and the
foundations were laid of a great British Empire in the East,
must feel that if the vital importance of their results be left out
of consideration, they seem to savour almost of comic opera.
A close investigation of the numbers engaged and the methods
of warfare employed only tends to bear out this resemblance.
If it seems to us absurd that the destinies of Canada could be
decided by a clash between two armies which together did not
total 12,000 men, these Indian scuffles between gangs of a
few hundred white men and sepoys must appear even more
insignificant and purposeless, and it is hardly a matter for
surprise that at the time they aroused little  attention  in
England, and that Pitt's interest in our fortunes in India, and
his active part in the first founding of our Eastern Empire, was
confined to the despatch of a fleet, or of two regiments, and the
loan to the East India Company of a few comparatively junior
regimental officers.   The extraordinary facility with which
large and imposing native armies were put to flight by handfuls
of Europeans might, ,one would think, have induced him to
experiment with what could be done by larger forces ; but no
doubt the first effect of this factor on his mind must have been
to increase doubt as to the seriousness of these petty wars—or
to discount the tales of these astonishing achievements.   The
East India Company was therefore left largely to its own

